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mYrVOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 
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CLASSIFICATION 
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DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK OWE CHECK ONE 

X-EXCELLENT —.DETERIORATED UNALTERED __ORIGINAl SITE 
X 

_GOOD _ R U I N S —ALTERED _MOVEO DATE 

_FAIR —UNEXPOSED 

DESCRlBiTFu-I PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The or ig ina l Govans Presbyterian Church bui lding, designed by Robert Cary Long. Jr 
i s of the English Gothic Revival Church s t y l e . The stone church i s cruciform in "' 
plan with porches extending from the facade and each of the t r ansep t s . The but t ressed 
tower, in W a s t a g e s , i s designed in the Romanesque s t y l e . 

The or ig ina l sanctuary forms the present nave, and the f i r s t pulpi t stood approximate
l y a t the center of the crossing of the present t ransepts and nave. A steeple rose 
above the center door, which s t i l l serves a t the eas t end of the center a i s l e . In 
1905-06 the Turnbull family i n i t i a t e d and financed the two t ransep t s , the chancel and 
the imposing tower, with the clock and peal of b e l l s . In the same years the steeple 
was removed. In Vm the chancel was r e b u i l t t o i t s present s i z e . The adjoining 
parish building, i n t h e E n g l i s h G o t h i c R e v i v a l s t y l e , began w i t h t h e chapel i n 
lo7o. This was doubled in 1912. 

© Govans Presbyterian Church i s located on a busy commercial corr idor , York Road, but 
i s buffered from the noisy s t r e e t by i t s surrounding acreage. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



SIGNIFICANCE B-2903 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE - CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

.-.PREHISTORIC —ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC —COMMUNITY PLANNING —LANDSCAPE ARCHH FCTURE JJflELIGtON 

!_14<XM409 —ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC —CONSERVATION „ L A W —SCIENCE 

—1500-1509 —AGRICULTURE —ECONOMICS . —LITERATURE —SCULPTURE 

„ I C O O - I G 9 ' J A R C H I T E C T U R E —EDUCATION —MIL ITARY „ S O C I A L / H U M A N I T A R I A N 

— 1 7 0 0 - 1 7 9 9 ART E N G I N E E R I N G _ . M U S I C —1HEATCR 

^ L L 6 0 0 1893 —COMMERCE —EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT —PHILOSOPHY —TRANSPORTATION 

__1900- —COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY- —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT -OTHER (SPECIFY) 

—INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES 181̂ -181*5 BUILDER/ARCHITECT R o b e r t QaryJLong, Jr. 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Govans Presbyterian congregation, the first congregation in the Govans area, 
was organized in 181*0. In 181*5 a charter was granted to "The Govanstown Presbyterian 
Congregation in the County of Baltimore" by the State of Maryland. 

Robert Cary Long, Jr., a noteworthy Baltimore architect of the nineteenth century, 
planned and supervised the construction of the original church building during 
l81tU-hf>. It was then called "Union Chapel" and all denominations of the Govans area 
used it as their place of worship for a short while. The style of this building 
was part of the growing popularity of the English Gothic Revival Church style in 
America in the 181*0's,. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 

V E j ^ B A l _ BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

J T S T A I T S T A T E S AND COUNTIES F 0 R P R ' 6 T E K T I E S " 6 V E R L A ? F | N 6 STATE OR C O U N T Y BOUNDARIES 

STATE " COUNTY 

STATE . COUNTY . 

FORM PREPARED BY 
B i l l taoTiburrinoJ Planning"Assistant 

ORGANIZATION DATE 

Commission for Historic and Architectural Pres. 1977 
STRt_T „ NUMBER TELEPHONE 

100 N. Holliday Street 396-1.866 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Baltimore Maryland 21202 

The Maryland Historic.Sites.Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
19 74 S upp 3- eme n t. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1430 
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